Raglan Cardigan Sweater

Materials:  

New fun fur/mohair type yarn, sample uses Moda Dea “Dream”

Size needles to give you a gauge of 4 sts per inch, sample uses #4

Three small buttons, ¼ inch to 3/8 inch in size, or 3 beads of similar size

Blunt wool needle, scissors, four small safety pins

Starting at the neckline, cast on 19 stitches.

Make 1 x 1 ribbing (k1, p1, repeat) for 2 rows.

Now begin the raglan shaping.  There are four seam stitches which separate the sleeves from the fronts and back.  Seam stitches may be marked with small safety pins. Increases are made on either side of the seam stitches.  The increase is made by casting on or making 1 stitch;  m1 = make 1 stitch.

*K2, m1, knit seam stitch, m1, rep 4 times, ending k2. 

Purl back.

K3, m1, ss (knit seam stitch), m1, *k4, m1, ss, m1, repeat from * 2 times, ending k3. 

Purl back. 

K4, m1, ss, m1, *k6, m1, ss, m1, repeat from * 2 times, ending k4.

Purl back.

K5, m1, ss, m1, *k8, m1, ss, m1, repeat from * 2 times, ending k5.

Purl back.

K6, m1, ss, m1, * k10, m1, ss, m1,  repeat from * 2 times, ending k6.

Purl back.

Now, the sleeves are placed on holders, and the body of the sweater is completed; the seam stitches now become part of the body:

K8 (incl ss), place 12 sts on holder, k12, place 12 sts on holder, k8.

Purl back.

Knit 28.

Purl back.

Knit in 1 x 1 ribbing for two rows; on third row cast off in the ribbing pattern.

Sleeve:  return the 12 sleeve stitches to the needle, and fasten the working yarn on the wrong side of the knitting, near the first sleeve stitch.  (If you want a seamless sleeve, you could put the stitches on 3 double pointed needles, knit with a fourth dpn. Where the pattern says purl back, simply knit around.)

Knit 12. 

Purl back.

Knit 12.

Purl back.

Knit these two rows for the length desired, or if you want ¾ length sleeves as shown in the sample, stop here.

Knit 1 x 1 ribbing for 2 rows, and on the third row, cast off in ribbing pattern. Leave a long tail to sew up the sleeve seam (if you used dpns, fasten off.) and weave in all loose ends.

Repeat for second sleeve.

Finishing the Fronts:

Pick up approximately 12-13 stitches along the front edges and knit in 1 x 1 ribbing for one row, casting off on the second row.  Sew the three buttons, evenly spaced, onto the left (doll’s left) side, and to fasten, simply push the small buttons through a space in the knitting on the right facing. Buttonholes of even one stitch would be too large, so this way works well with the tiny buttons used.  You can also just use one button at the top for a “fly away” style sweater.

If you crochet, you can finish the fronts with crocheted edges of two rows single crochet.
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