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(Betsy McGa.ll)

Betsy'’s
Mother’s Day gift

Lately my mom has done so many great
* things for me. She let me have a slumber
party, and she always comes to my softball
games. That’s why this Mother’s Day, I
wanted to find a special present. When I was

Top: A floral dress and hat
(by Cynthia Rowley) for
mom-and-daughter lunches.
Bottom: Great for
gardening—a cotton shirt

and jeans (by Osh Kosh helping Dad pull weeds in the garden, I told
B'Gosh) just like Dad's. : him I couldn’t think of the perfect gift.
' Dad said I shouldn’t worry, since what
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s Mom really likes is spending time with me.
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stur:y oaktag.p 3 That gave me a great idea. I had $9 saved from my

allowance, so I decided to take Mom out to lunch.
Mom was excited to go and called it our “ladies’
lunch.” Dad told me about a good place to go. It is a
Chinese place called the Fancy Dragon, and Mom
drove us there the next Saturday. At lunch we were
laughing because I was trying to eat with chop-
\ sticks. Mom is good at it, but I kept dropping
N o food, so I switched to a fork. Mom told
me a story about when she was little and
she tried to bake a cake for my grandma
for Mother’s Day, but it didn’t turn out
right. Grandma ate two pieces anyway. We had
fortune cookies for dessert. Mine said, “Good |
news will come to you by mail.” Then Mom
went to the ladies’ room and they brought the
check. I got a bad surprise—it was $12.25,
and I siill had to leave a tip. Going out to
lunch sure costs a lot! I felt kind of upset be-
cause I didn’t want to ask Mom for help. I
went to count my money again, and in
my purse I found a note that said, “Thanks for
your help in the garden. Have a nice lunch. Love,
Dad.” Folded inside was a $10 bill! When Mom
came back I said, “Lunch is on me.”
After my great time with Mom, I
felt silly for being so nervous about
finding a really good present. I
think we could have done any-
thing, as long as it was just us.
That’s what moms like best.




